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The Gloria Jane Harvey 
Foundation is proud to support 
educational opportunities 
that empower young people to 
achieve their highest potential. 
This summer, the Foundation 
had the privilege of sponsoring 
twins Kentorion and Kentravion 
Gaines to attend the Thurgood 
Marshall College Fund (TMCF) 
SOAR (Seeking, Observing and 

Achieving Results) Scholars Program, hosted at Grambling State University from 
July 5–10, 2026.  Based on their academic excellence, Kentorion and Kentravion 
were selected to attend this scholar program—a nationally recognized six-day 
residential leadership and college readiness experience designed to prepare 
outstanding high school students for success in higher education and beyond.

As members of New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church and rising seniors at 
Peabody High School in Alexandria, Louisiana, Kentorion and Kentravion were 
honored and grateful to be selected for this prestigious six-day residential 
program. They extend their sincere appreciation to the Gloria Jane Harvey 
Foundation for believing in their potential and making this life-changing 
experience possible.

Darrell James
Director, Gloria Jane Harvey 

Foundation Corporation

J U L Y  5 – 1 0 ,  2 0 2 6

Chadwick Godfrey
Reverend of the Greater Magnolia 

Baptist Church, Alexandria, Louisiana
Director, Gloria Jane Harvey  

Foundation Corporation 



The TMCF SOAR Scholars Program 
brings together 100 outstanding 
high school juniors from across the 
nation for an immersive college 
readiness experience centered 
on leadership development, 
academic exploration, career 
planning, college admissions and 
application strategies, financial aid 
and scholarship opportunities, 
professional networking, and 
Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs). 
Through its multi-year model, 
SOAR equips students 
with the knowledge, skills, 
and confidence needed to 
successfully transition from 
high school to college and 
ultimately into the workforce.

Throughout the week, 
Kentorion and Kentravion 
explored academic majors 
and career pathways, 
engaged in leadership and 
professional development 
activities, connected with 
university faculty and current 
college students, learned about the 
college admissions and financial 
aid process, and built lasting 
friendships with peers who share 
similar goals and aspirations.

When Kentorion and Kentravion 
first arrived at Grambling 
State University, they did not 
know anyone and were initially 

hesitant to step outside their 
comfort zones. However, 
through networking sessions, 
trivia competitions, leadership 
workshops, team-building 
activities, corporate tours, and 
collaborative group projects, they 
quickly gained confidence. By the 
end of the program, the twins had 

formed meaningful friendships, 
strengthened their communication 
skills, and fully embraced the 
opportunity to connect with 
students from across the country.  
Kentorion served as the video 
director for his team’s capstone 
project, leading the creation of a 
video presentation that showcased 
the knowledge and experiences 

they gained throughout the week. 
Competing against several other 
teams, their presentation was 
selected as the winning entry. In 
recognition of their outstanding 
work, each team member 
received a $20 cash award for 
their informative and creative 
presentation.

	    At first we were 
nervous because we 
didn’t know anyone. 
By the end of the week, 
we made new friends, 
learned from students 
across the country, and 
gained confidence in 
ourselves.”
One of the highlights of the 
week was attending the 
Academic and Career Fair, 
where each twin had the 
opportunity to explore careers 
aligned with his interests. 

Kentorion gained valuable insight 
into nursing programs and the 
educational path required to 
pursue a career in healthcare. 
Kentravion explored engineering 
programs and learned more 
about the academic preparation 
needed for a successful future 
in engineering.  The experience 
helped each twin better understand 

“



the academic pathways needed to pursue their career 
goals while reinforcing the importance of preparing 
now for college success.

Another memorable and impactful part of the 
SOAR experience was completing the Gallup 
CliftonStrengths Assessment, which helped each 
student identify his top five natural strengths. 
Understanding these talents has given Kentorion 
and Kentravion greater self-awareness, increased 
confidence, and a clearer vision for their future 
academic and professional goals. The assessment also 
provided valuable tools that will help them become 
stronger leaders, make informed career decisions, and 
maximize their individual potential.

In addition, the twins participated in educational 
corporate visits to JPMorgan Chase in Monroe, 
Louisiana, and Louisiana Delta Community College. 
These experiences provided valuable insight into 
career opportunities, higher education pathways, and 
the skills needed to succeed in today’s workforce. 
By interacting with professionals and learning about 

various academic and career options, Kentorion and 
Kentravion gained a broader perspective on their 
future educational and professional goals.

Reflecting on their experience, the twins shared that 
attending the TMCF SOAR Scholars Program has 
strengthened their desire to pursue higher education 
and has given them a better understanding of what to 
expect in college. They returned home more confident, 
more independent, and better prepared for the next 
chapter of their educational journey.

Kentorion and Kentravion are deeply thankful to the 
Gloria Jane Harvey Foundation for investing in their 
future and providing them with an opportunity that 
many students never experience.

“         We are truly grateful to the Gloria Jane 
Harvey Foundation for believing in us and 
giving us this opportunity. This experience 
showed us what college can be like, helped 
us grow as leaders, and motivated us to 
work even harder toward our future goals.”

The knowledge, leadership skills, friendships, and 
college preparation they gained through the TMCF 
SOAR Scholars Program will continue to benefit them 
as they prepare for college and pursue their dreams.

The Gloria Jane Harvey Foundation remains 
committed to supporting young scholars by providing 
opportunities that inspire academic excellence, 
leadership, character, community service, and 
lifelong success. Together, we are preparing the next 
generation of leaders.


